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A variety of viral hemorrhagic fevers such as Ebola virus disease exist in Africa and

impose a great threat in public health due to their high fatality. It is considered to be difficult to

eradicate the etiological agents of viral hemorrhagic fever because they have non-human natural

hosts. Therefore, the importance of public health measures remains high in addition to the urgent

need for the development of medicines for treatment and prevention. Furthermore, public health

measures directly lead to the accumulation of epidemiological knowledge about the diseases. As an

infectious disease consultant for the World Health Organization, I have been involved with public

health activities including the development of clinical guidelines, the establishment of laboratory

diagnostic systems, the training for infection, prevention and control, the planning of budget for out-

break response, and the analysis of epidemiological data. On the last point, I reported the situation
of Ebola virus disease outbreak in Liberia, 2014—2015 and Lassa fever outbreak in Nigeria, 2018—
2019 describing the risk factors, morbidity, and mortality of the diseases.
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